
 

 First Presbyterian Church 
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 

October 10, 2021 at 10:00 
 
 
 
 

THE CHURCH GATHERS 
 

Handbell Chimes—The ringing of the chimes invites you to a time of Rest…Renewal…Hope 
 
Prelude Allein Gott in der Höh sei Ehr, BWV 662 — J.S. Bach Lucas Brown, organ 
 
Opening Sentences  Psalm 22: 22-23 

One: I will tell of your name to my brothers and sisters;  
All: In the midst of the congregation I will praise you: 
One: You who fear the Lord, praise him! 
All: All you offspring of Jacob glorify him;  

stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel! 
 

Gathering Music “Holy, Holy, Holy”— arr. Anna Laura Page Moore Bells  
 
*  Call to Confession     

One: We are not able to pry open those fists of ours with which we hold on tightly to what is 
ours. With mortals it is impossible. God knows, it is impossible. But with God all things 
are possible. Let us confess all those things that we are clutching onto, so that we may 
no longer be held back from the higher calling of Christ Jesus.  

   Written by Helmut Thielicke 
 
*  Prayer of Confession 

All:  Light Eternal, we confess that we have turned away from you.  We have sought the cover 
of darkness, so our willful selfishness would go unexposed.  Open our eyes, that we may see 
how we have fallen short of your calling; open our ears, that we may clearly hear your 
summons anew; pierce our hearts, that we might be opened fully to the work of our Spirit 
in and through us.  Let it be so done unto us by your Word of healing grace and 
transforming power, given to us through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

 
*  Silent Prayer 
 
*  Assurance of Pardon   

One: Hear the Good News of the Gospel! In Christ Jesus, the perfect suffered for the 
imperfect; the sinless became sin for the sinner. We are forgiven and freed to live in 
right relationship with both God and one another. Accept the inheritance that is yours.  

All:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  Let us live as forgiven. Thanks be to God! Amen.   



 

*  Sharing the Peace of Christ 
 One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
 All:   And also with you. 
 One: Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 
Children’s Message – Bible Sunday 
 
Celebrating the Life of the Congregation 

 
GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED 

 
Choral Hymn “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” ST. DENIO 
  Chancel Choir 
 
Prayer for Illumination 

All:  Holy God, Word made flesh, let us come to this word open to being surprised. 
Silence our agendas; banish our assumptions; cast out our casual detachment. 
Confound our expectations; clear the cobwebs from our ears; penetrate the corners 
of our hearts with this word. We know that you can, we pray that you will, and we 
wait with great anticipation. Amen. 

 
Scripture Reading Mark 10:17-27 

 As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked him, 
“Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus said to him, “Why do you call 
me good? No one is good but God alone. You know the commandments: ‘You shall not 
murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false 
witness; You shall not defraud; Honor your father and mother.’” He said to him, “Teacher, 
I have kept all these since my youth.” Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, “You lack 
one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have 
treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” When he heard this, he was shocked and went 
away grieving, for he had many possessions. Then Jesus looked around and said to his 
disciples, “How hard it will be for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 
And the disciples were perplexed at these words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, 
how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of 
a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” They were greatly 
astounded and said to one another, “Then who can be saved?” Jesus looked at them and 
said, “For mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God all things are possible.”  

   Hebrews 4:12-16 
Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing 
until it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge the thoughts and 
intentions of the heart. And before him no creature is hidden, but all are naked and laid 
bare to the eyes of the one to whom we must render an account. Since, then, we have a 
great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold 
fast to our confession. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with 



 

our weaknesses, but we have one who in every respect has been tested as we are, yet 
without sin. Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may 
receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  
 

One: Holy wisdom, holy word. 
All:  Thanks be to God! 

 
Sermon  “Rule #62” Rev. Passante 
 

THE PEOPLE RESPOND 
 
*  Affirmation of Faith   from A Brief Statement of Faith — PC(U.S.A.) 

 All:  In life and in death we belong to God.  
Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit, 
we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we 

worship and serve.  
 
We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God.  Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: 
preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives, 
teaching by word and deed and blessing the children, 
healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, 
eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe 

the gospel. 
Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering 

the depths of human pain and giving his life for the sins of the world.  
God raised this Jesus from the dead, vindicating his sinless life, breaking the 

power of sin and evil, delivering us from death to life eternal.  
 
With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in 

death can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
Hymn “Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore” PESCADOR DE HOMBRES 
  Lucas Brown, organ 
 
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 
Anthem “Now Let us all Praise God and Sing” — Gordon Young Chancel Choir 
 

LEAVE TO SERVE 
 
*  Charge and Benediction 
 
Sending Music Sortie, Op. 62 — Marcel Dupré Lucas Brown, organ 
 
 
   *  Please stand if you are comfortably able 



 

WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH! It is good to have you here in person or online. 
Please be in touch if you have news to share or would like more information or to talk to a pastor. Contact 
information is below. Read full announcements in our weekly email newsletter. Subscribe on the Contact 
Us tab of the church website. 
 
THIS SUNDAY'S AFFIRMATION OF FAITH is from the Brief Statement of Faith of the PC(USA). 
For the next three Sundays we will affirm a different person of the Triune God as articulated through the 
Statement.   
 
FLOWERS TODAY are given in memory of Elsie L. Sellon by John and Virginia Dowd. 
 
TODAY IS BIBLE SUNDAY – If you are in the following grades and didn’t receive a Bible last year 
from our Giveaway, please receive your Bible during the Children’s Message before being dismissed for 
Sunday School. 
 
The following grades will receive Bibles: 

§ Preschool/Kindergarten receive The Beginner’s Bible 
§ 3rd Graders receive The Children’s Bible in 365 Stories 
§ 6th Graders receive our traditional “Red Bibles” * 
§ 9th Graders/Confirmation Class receive NIV Quest Study Bibles 

 
This is a wonderful tradition that grew out of our 3rd Grade Bible Sunday. We are grateful for donors who 
have made this possible! 
 
*Note that the current 6th grade class received their traditional Red Bibles during the 3rd-Grade Bible 
Sunday in October 2017.  But any 6th grader that doesn’t have a Red Bible or didn’t participate in that 
event is more than welcome to receive one. 
 
NURSERY CARE DURING WORSHIP– Parents wishing to drop off infants – 3-year-olds can do so 
in the “Red Balloon Room” in the education building on floor 1R (in the Preschool, one flight up from 
Sanctuary level). Save time by filling out your information ahead of time. The form can be found here: 
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/children. Any questions, please reach out to Gabrielle Heimerling. 
 
IN-PERSON SUNDAY SCHOOL STARTS TODAY! Registration now open! Use this link, 
https://forms.gle/8fC9sCAyBAr8htg57, to fill out the online registration to make sure your child has a spot 
in class. We can’t wait to be back in the classroom! Any questions, please contact Gabrielle Heimerling at 
gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org. 
 
MEETING TO SHARE MISSION AND OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES THIS SUNDAY (10/10) 
FOLLOWING WORSHIP – Interested in learning more about opportunities for helping others with 
FPC’s Mission and Outreach committee? Please join us for a meeting immediately following worship in 
the Hospitality Room today. The committee supports a wide variety of local, national, and international 
charities. We partner with different organizations to bring aid and comfort to those in need as we spread the 
good news of God’s everlasting love. There are many opportunities for church members to volunteer their 
time and talents, donate goods, or contribute to projects and organizations of their choice. If you cannot 
attend on Sunday, please contact Caroline Yount, Mission Committee chair, at cnyount@gmail.com or 
(267) 679-9024 for more information on how to get involved. 
 
YOUTH GROUP TONIGHT – We are meeting this week from 5 p.m.-6 p.m. and, friends, GROG IS 
BACK!! Please come join us for pizza al fresco and then we’ll head indoors for the first GROG in 18+ 
months. Gab for one cannot wait! Please make sure to bring a mask and we will see you then. For questions 
concerning Youth Group please contact Gabrielle Heimerling at gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org. 



 

STEPHEN MINISTRY INTEREST MEETING THIS WEEK – Nikki is holding a Stephen Ministry 
interest meeting on Wednesday, October 13th at 7 p.m. in the Youth Room on the lower level. Read 
Nikki’s 2020 blog post for a description of this ministry. Go to http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/blog 
 
PASTOR NIKKI’S INSTALLATION – NEXT SUNDAY! You are cordially invited to the 
Installation of the Rev. Nikki Perrine Passante at First Presbyterian Church of Haddonfield, NJ, on 
Sunday, October 17, 2021, at 3:00 in the afternoon. Speakers will be the Rev. Dr. Douglas D. Gerdts, 
the Rev. Dr. Debby Brincivalli, who serves as the Executive Presbyter of the Presbytery for Southern 
New Jersey, and the Rev. Dr. William D. Hess II who will be delivering the sermon for the 
afternoon. Rev. ‘Bill’ Hess served as the Senior Pastor at First Presbyterian Church in West Chester, PA, 
for 27 years, and has served as a transitional pastor throughout New Jersey and Pennsylvania. Bill 
currently serves as the summer pastor for Christ Union Chapel in Branchville, NJ. Immediately 
following the service, everyone is invited to an open house and celebration at the church manse, directly 
adjacent to the sanctuary. 
 
ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BECOMING A MEMBER of First Presbyterian Church in 
Haddonfield, NJ? New Members classes are scheduled for two consecutive Sundays: November 7th and 
November 14th, beginning at 11:15 a.m. after the worship service. The first New Members class will be 
held via Zoom, and the second class on November 14th will be offered in-person. If you’d like to know 
more about this faith community, are interested in attending, or have any questions, please contact Rev. 
Nikki Passante at npassante@haddonfieldpres.org or at the church office: 856-429-1960 ext 110. 
 
SING, SING, SING! Choirs for children, youth, and adults are in full swing. Vocal choirs accept 
members at any time. Contact Peter Leibensperger first if you are interested in ringing bells. Choirs 
rehearse as follows: 

Wednesdays –  
§ Cherub Choir (ages 4 - 5) at 3:45 - 4:15 p.m., in Room 304  
§ Carol Choir (grades 1 and 2) at 4:30 - 5:00 p.m., in Room 304  
§ Whitechapel Bells (grades 7 and 8 with adults) 5:30 - 6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary  
§ Chapel Choir (3rd - 6th grade) @ 3:45 - 4:30pm in the Fellowship Hall 
§ Alleluia Bells (4th - 6th grade) @ 4:45 - 5:15pm in the Sanctuary 
§ Thomas Sherrerd Memorial Choir (7th-12th grade) @ 6:30 - 7:15pm in the Fellowship Hall 
§ Kirk Ringers (9th - 12th grade) @ 7:30 - 8:15pm in the Sanctuary 

Thursdays –  
§ Moore Bells (Adults) @ 6:30pm in the Sanctuary 
§ Chancel Choir (Adults) @ 7:30 - 9:00pm in the Fellowship Hall 

Choir musicians (and others) are invited to stay at church on Wednesday evenings for spaghetti suppers 
from 6-6:30. Meet in in the Hospitality Center. 
 
WE NEED YOUR HELP! –We still need teachers for grades 3/4, 5/6, and 7/8. All that’s needed is a 
willingness to teach; we will provide everything you need: the curriculum, teaching manuals, supplies 
and support. We promise it is a fun and rewarding experience. Please reach out to Gabrielle Heimerling 
at gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org. 
 
HELP NEEDED IN THE NURSERY, TOO – Looking to earn some extra cash? We are looking to 
staff our nursery as many of our wonderful nursery helpers headed off to college. Ideal candidates will be 
high school aged or older with ample babysitting experience and/or certification. Must love babies and 
toddlers! This is a paid position! Please reach out to Gabrielle Heimerling for more details 
at gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org. 
 



 

OUR NEXT MATTHEW 25 CONVERSATION ON RACE will be held on Sunday, October 24, 
after the 10 am service in the Choir Room. Bob Lehman will be leading a fascinating discussion on 
segregation in the US, based on the book, The Color of Law: The Forgotten History of How Our 
Government Segregated America, by Richard Rothstein. Reading the book is not required to join in the 
discussion—in preparation, we invite you to listen to this interview with Mr. Rothstein: 
https://www.minneapolisfoundation.org/podcasts/conversations-with-chanda/the-color-of-law/. 
Questions? Email Becky Bryan at rebeccabryan@me.com. 
 
PW FOR OCTOBER: 
Circle 1: October 19 – 9:30 a.m. Hospitality Center 
Circle 3: October 19 - 10:00 a.m. Hostess Connie Reeves, 5 Smokebush Ct., Marlton, NJ, 429-0326. 
Circle 4: October 11 – 7:15 p.m. on Zoom. Contact Nancy Ruth Wainwright for the link. 
 
PW FALL GATHERING – SATURDAY, OCTOBER 23, 9:30 a.m. All women & friends of Presbyterian 
Women in the Presbytery for Southern New Jersey are invited to attend our Fall Gathering. The host church is 
Trinity Presbyterian Church in Cherry Hill. Our speaker is Karen Jennings from the Military Support Group 
of New Jersey. For full details including donation requests, see the event flyer here or on the FPCH website. 
 
DOUG’S TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY (8 a.m. via Zoom) is ongoing—and you can join 
at any time. The text for the coming week is Mark 10.35-45. 
 
PASTOR NIKKI’S BIBLE STUDY meets Thursdays at 6:30 on Zoom for a discussion of the Letter to 
the Hebrews. You are welcome to join whenever you can. 

MATCHING GRANT 2021 THE OPEN DOOR CLINIC AT ST. WILFRID’S – Again this year, we are 
reaching out to our sponsors to assist us in a “Matching Grant” opportunity. First, all October donations up to 
$2,000.00 will be double matched: $5 equals $15; $25 equals $75; $100 equals $300. Then, after reaching 
$2,000 donated, we have a single match for the next $2,000. If we don’t get the donations, we don’t get the 
match. In 2020, the Open Door Clinic at St. Wilfrid’s had an opportunity to receive a matching grant up to 
$2,000. Thankfully 37 donors stepped forward giving over ten thousand dollars, and we raised over twelve 
thousand dollars for our effort at St Wilfrid’s. Those funds were spent on the repair of the slate roof, the 
replacement of the vermin-infested aluminum soffit, replacement the side doors, frame and hardware, and 
paid for heat, security monitoring, and water and sewer bills. This October presents new challenges and 
opportunities. Our needs? We need to acquire at least 2 iPads for intake and WIFI to connect those iPads to 
the foodbank server. We need to point the walls for the parish hall to stop rain from coming in. We need to 
upgrade our food delivery systems, i.e. carts and service dollies. Financial aid also allows us greater flexibility 
and ability for emergency purchases of gloves, hats, and diapers. Any donation is worthwhile and appreciated. 
Donations may be made through the Grace Church website via Credit Card: www.gracehaddonfield.org. Go 
to “Giving at Grace” and “Make a Secure Online Donation.” Select “Give to Support an Outreach Ministry” 
and choose “St. Wilfrid’s Clinic.” You can also send a check to Grace Church Haddonfield, 19 Kings 
Highway East, Haddonfield, NJ 08033, memo: Open Door Clinic or St. Wilfrid’s or drop off a cash donation. 
With God’s help, we can make a difference in the lives of East Camden. “Share with the Lord’s people who 
are in need. Practice hospitality” (Romans 12:13). 
 
2021 CHURCH OFFERING UPDATE: 

Envelope Giving, year to date:   $ 432,115.00;   Budget $690,000.00 
Loose Offering YTD:                      $1,522.00;   Budget     $7,500.00 
Per Capita YTD:                             $ 9,669.00;   Budget   $14,500.00 

 



 

OUR PER CAPITA CAMPAIGN IS PAYING OFF! – On September 12, $5,971 had been collected 
of the hoped for $14,500. As of this week, we are up to $ 9,669. Thanks to everyone who has 
contributed. An updated list will be published in the coming weeks. (It’s not too late. Send your $37 per 
confirmed member to the church or to https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give.) Thank you!  
 
SCRIPTURE FOR OCTOBER 10: Mark 10.35-45  
James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said to him, “Teacher, we want you to do 
for us whatever we ask of you.” And he said to them, “What is it you want me to do for you?” And they 
said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.” But Jesus said to 
them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or be baptized 
with the baptism that I am baptized with?” They replied, “We are able.” Then Jesus said to them, “The 
cup that I drink you will drink; and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; but 
to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.” 
When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John. So Jesus called them and said to 
them, “You know that among the Gentiles those whom they recognize as their rulers lord it over them, 
and their great ones are tyrants over them. But it is not so among you; but whoever wishes to become 
great among you must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all. 
For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.”  

♦ 
 

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST 
 
Please pray for these individuals and situations throughout the week. If you would like to add a personal 
prayer request, please contact one of the pastors or Anne Vial. In making requests on behalf of others, 
please obtain the permission of the person needing prayer. The requestor will have their name printed as 
the originator of the request. Pastors will revisit these requests every 30 days. 
 
Prayers for the World 

• Prayers for the local resettlement of Afghan refugees, and for the many churches and individuals 
assisting in these efforts!  

 
Prayers for the Church 
• Pray for the Pastor Nominating Committee as they continue the work of the search for an Installed 

Senior Pastor! 
• Continued prayers for Bill Gimpel and his family as he is struggling with many health issues! (10/7- L. 

McGlade) 
• Praise the Lord! Dan has returned home safely from Qatar, to resume his military duties at home. His 

family is full of gratitude for all the prayers of safety that were answered! (10/6-L. Hess) 
• Let us join together and pray for Gail who has transitioned into hospice care. Where there is no cure, we 

can continue to pray for healing of mind and spirit (10/6- L. Hess)  
• Please pray for the Bowers family who are in severe distress. In the past several weeks, they have lost a 

family member to covid; other family members have contracted covid and are coping with a difficult 
recovery, along with suffering from a stroke. Others are attempting to plan a memorial and handle all the 
various transitions that death brings, while living with chronic physical pain. Prayers for peace, healing, 
and wisdom. (10/4- A.Kamp) 

• Pray for Colleen and Colleen’s son.  He was in a serious accident and has a head injury (10/1- D. 
Nussbaum) 

• Kristin needs our prayers. Her younger sister died unexpectedly last week. Siblings are extremely 
difficult to lose (9/27-T.Adkins) 

• Pray for the family and friends of Amelia Perry who died last week and was Covid positive. Pray for the 
whole community on the loss of this precious young life (9/27- T. Adkins) 



 

• Pray that God would grant insight to Meagan on a decision to leave a corporate job and begin work as a 
stay-at-home mom (9/27-pastors) 

• Lift up prayers for the family of Anna Carpino who died from a brain tumor. Anna was a living saint 
who prayed for the names and needs of many children living with cancer and served as a tireless 
advocate for them all. Her Spirit will be greatly missed (9/27-T. Adkins) 

• Please pray for Travis and his mom Beth. Travis has been having seizures and currently has no short-
term memory (9/27-T. Adkins) 

• Prayers for the family and friends of Jason, who died from Covid at age 46 (9/27-T. Adkins) 
• Pray for Lorrie, a friend and former mentor who was at the Kroger a few hours before the mass shooting 

in Collierville, Tennessee (9/24-K.Stout) 
• Uplift Prayers for Bill and his wife Lisa. Bill has been hospitalized for over two weeks with multiple 

health complications (9/22-L. McGlade) 
• Please pray for Pete who is learning how to live with heart issues in the midst of everyday life (9/20-L. 

Gormley) 
• Continued prayers for George and Peggy Spellmeyer. George is improving and is grateful for the 

prayers – keep them coming! (9/18-pastors) 
• Praise the Lord! Megan Mascena Gaspar has finished her treatments and is cancer-free! (9/16- J. 

Mascena) 
• Prayers for the family and all the friends of Ken Funk, a brilliant soul who went on to Glory this past 

week (9/16- pastors) 
• Please continue prayers of healing for Pat McGrody (9/15- D. Wackes) 
• Please continue prayers for Bill Genereo as he seeks answers (9/15- D. Wackes) 
• Prayers for Chris and his family as he recovers from a serious heart attack (9/13 - C. Carty) 
• Continued prayers for Nancy as testing continues (9/13- C. Carty) 
• Prayers of gratitude and joy for cousin Don as no cancer cells have been found! (9/13 - C. Carty) 

 
Ongoing Prayers for the Church 
• Prayers for a beloved friend suffering with pain and addiction issues (10/7-  A. Reinicker) 
• Please continue to pray for Caroline Yount, Geoff Mulvihill and their family (9/29 - C. Crumley).   
• Continued prayers for Jay Brennan-Martin (9/29-pastors) 
• Continued prayers for Jane Poynton who is on hospice (9/29-pastors) 
• Please pray for Roy Probst’s recovery from back surgery and cancer (7/26- pastors) 
• Prayers for Jim Poole who has been diagnosed with ALS.  Jim lives in South Carolina (7/15- I. Pross) 

 
 

 

 
Church Staff 

 

The Rev. Dr. Douglas D. Gerdts, Transitional Senior Pastor/Head of Staff – doug@haddonfieldpres.org 
The Rev. Nikki Perrine Passante, Associate Pastor – npassante@haddonfieldpres.org 

Peter Leibensperger, Minister of Music – pleibensperger@haddonfieldpres.org 
Lucas Brown, Principal Organist – lbrown@haddonfieldpres.org 

Nancy Ruth Wainwright, Director of Children’s Choirs – nancyruthw@comcast.net 
Gabrielle Heimerling, Director of Youth and Family Ministries – gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org 

Marisa McGovern, Preschool Director – preschool@haddonfieldpres.org 
Kris Bean, Business Manager – kbean@haddonfieldpres.org 

Anne Vial, Office Administrator – avial@haddonfieldpres.org 
Rebecca Mannion, Receptionist – rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org  
Travis Bogetti, Building Manager – tbogetti@haddonfieldpres.org 

Mark Hall, Security and Building Maintenance – mhall@haddonfieldpres.org 
Ed Hess, Community Caseworker – edwh517@aol.com 

20 Kings Highway E, Haddonfield, NJ 08033  ♦  www.haddonfieldpres.org  ♦  (856) 429-1960 
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